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INTRODUCTION

Leslie Koenig, Wildlife Biologist, Swaim Biological, Inc.

➢ Springtown natural history
➢ Stream maintenance, restoration, and flood management effort
➢ Former golf course land use to open space
➢ Next Steps

Patti Cole, Community Activist, Retired Park Ranger/Naturalist

➢  Community Involvement
➢  Adopt A Creek Spot & Living Arroyos Programs
➢  Tree Planting Projects
➢  Education & Documentation
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"Bad" habitat...





Formation of 
the Alkali Sink

• Alkali salts originated in marine sedimentary 
rocks with relatively high salt concentrations to 
the north and east of Livermore

• These marine sediments eroded and flowed 
downstream through Altamont Creek and other 
small drainages.

• As these creeks overflowed and spread during 
high flows, they spread minerals across the land 
of the basin.

• Over time, high evaporation rates and low 
rainfall resulted in highly concentrated salts
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• Highly managed system

• Flooding

• Special Status Species

• Invasive Species

• Human disturbance

• Alkali soils, high boron

Challenges





Stream Maintenance 
Program

• Programmatic Initial Study/Mitigated Negative 
Declaration

• Regional Water Quality Control Board Regional 
Order for Stream Maintenance Programs

• California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Routine Maintenance Agreement

• US Army Corps of Engineers Regional General 
Permit

• East Alameda County Conservation Strategy 
Programmatic Biological Opinion

o Habitat Conservation Plan in development





Non native species



Native species



Mitigation





• 85 acres of former golf 
course

• Potential for seasonal 
wetland creation

• Additional riparian 
restoration

• Education and outreach

• Citizen engagement





BUILDING COLLABORATION

Agency & Business Partners



• Individuals

• Community groups (church, school, social 
organizations, scouts, etc.)

• Volunteer members of agency committees

BUILDING COLLABORATION

Community Partners



Adopt A Creek Spot & LIVING ARROYOS

Created as multi-agency (ACRCD, COL, Zone 7, 

LARPD) program to hold on-going creek clean-
ups & provide basic educational information 
on stream ecology & water quality

BUILDING COLLABORATION



• Eventually AACS & Living Arroyos merged, under Living 
Arroyos, administered by ACRCD

• Multi-agency (ACRCD, Tri-Valley cities, Zone 7, 

LARPD) program providing assistance in 
riparian/stream vegetation management

BUILDING COLLABORATION

Adopt A Creek Spot & LIVING ARROYOS



TREE PLANTINGS

Arbor Day Tree Planting

• Started in 2021

• Suggested by COL Beautification Committee

• Valley Oak Trees

• Sign posted at each (year)

• Connection with 2nd graders in Livermore

BUILDING COLLABORATION



Tree Planting Event

• 2021

• 65 trees

• Volunteers planted in one morning

• Community organizations coordinated 
event with City of Livermore

TREE PLANTINGS

BUILDING COLLABORATION



EDUCATION & DOCUMENTATION
• Community members

• Bird list & booklet field guide
• Audubon Christmas bird count
• Nature walks
• Amateur wildlife photographers
• Regular birders, botany enthusiasts, etc. record 

sightings (eBird, iNaturalist, Otter Spotter)

• Assist City of Livermore in Springtown Open Space
• Native Garden
• Information/interpretative board

BUILDING COLLABORATION







Springtown River Otters



Questions?
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