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State of California

Memorandum

—

To 1 Files - Alameda Creek, Alsmeda County Date: December 3, 1975

”(‘tr',

From : Depurtment of Fish and Game

Subject: Steelhead Restoration Policy for Alameda Creek, Alameds County

On June 17, 1975 regional personnel representing WLP and IF functions mat with
the Regional Manager to discuss our management policy regarding steclhead
restoration on Alameda Creek. This meeting was prompted fn part by my memo-
randum report on subject dated March 22, 1975.

Following a comprehensive discussion, the Regional Manager stated:
Region 3 will not actively pronote steelhead rest ion on Alameda Creek

at thie time. There fs little public expression of intereat on the sub-
ject and no expression of interest from the water agencies in the basin,

Options are open for a change in this position if general support for
steelhead restoration grows within the public sector and water agencies.

The major difficulty facing resteration is the current management policies
and operational procedures of the water agencies that control streamflow
wvithin the drainage.

Fee Honedlocner

KEeith R. Anderson
Associate Fishery Biclogist
Central Fishery District
Region 3
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1990s Water Board Lawsuits
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1997 Flows
Agreement

SFPUC estimates 86% of
stream flows in upper
Alameda Creek are
diverted for water supply

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE
CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

AND
THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
REGARDING WATER RELEASE AND RECAPTURE FACILITIES
FOR PURPOSES OF IMPROVING NATIVE, FISHERIES
ON ALAMEDA AND CALAVERAS CREEKS

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is entered into as of _ 3
1997 by and between the San Francisco Public’ Utiliies Commission (SFPUC), and the
California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG),

RECITALS

A. The CDFG is responsible for protecting, managing and enhancing fish and wildlife
resources of the State. !

B. The SFPUC supplies- water for domestic, municipal and industrial uses to over 2
million people in San Francisco, San Mateo; Santa Clara and Alameda Countics.

3 lnalmcrcouplaimwoﬂchmtszResmeouuolboud(SWRCB)dned
September 25, 1990, the organization California Trout (Cal Trout) contended that (1) the SFPUC
lacked sufficient water rights to store water in Calaveras Reservoir in Alameda and Santa Clara
Counties; (2) the SFPUC's failure to release water from Calaveras Reservoir violated section
5937 of the California Fish and Game Code; and (3) the SFPUC diverted water in an
umtmmblcmnmﬁnmCﬂxvmsRmrvoir,pmmM(oAnicbX, section 2 of the
California Constitution,

D. On May 1, 1991, the SFPUC submitted evidence to the SWRCB of its pre-1914
appropriative water right for Calaveras Dam, and the SWRCB accepted this evidence as
sufficient to establish the SFPUC's water right on a prima facie basis.

E InnnmcmmtosenlcmcopuaﬁomlmofmcCuTmoomphiu,mcSFPUC
ayeedmﬁmdaundy(d:AhmedaCreekaRauanuﬂy)mdammc
reasonableness of delivering a portion of the water stored at Calaveras Reservoir via the stream
ehamclof(hlamumdAlmdaCmekx.wimtbcprhnnygmlbcmw improve fishery
conditions while recapturing all of the water released for consumptive use.

F. MSFPUC!nsoomplewdchhmdaCreekarRmmesSmdy.and!m
wwm:mmyummwkmokforthehpmofmdn
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Documenting Steelhead




Priess Rel ttameda Creek Alliance

Jame 2, 1005

68 BAY AREA CONSERVATION GROUPS CALL FOR

SAN FRANCISCO TO RESTORE ALAMEDA CREEK
Stream Flows, Dam Removal Reqguested to Restore Fish Runs

P et
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEAGE
JUNE 2, 2005
CONTACT :
Jeff Miller (510) 499-5185 ool
Alaneda Creek Alliance o Marme
Sumel, CA — While the City of San Franciseo hosts a Lnited Nations “Green Citigs™ conferenee this week, 68 e
Bay Area conservation grougs are calling on the City's water agency to mprove igs stewardship of local ‘.m
watershed lunds and restore Alameda Creek in south San ¥ Bay. The Alameda Creel Alliance ﬂg:
(MA)MmuMn&cmWﬂ-ﬂfu&nwmnhﬂam&)tolluSnFmohbll: THURSDAY ..m
Utilsties Commuissbon (SFPUC), which manages 36,800 acres of public land and operates three dams o the March 12. 16588 Bva s
upper Alamseda Creek wmm-hed Th:yonp.enqwam; that the SFPUC restore saream flows in Alameda 5
Creek sufficient (o sustai trout, protect rare fish populations in SFPUC rescrvoirs, st
tano\'enm\'mwhymlmmhdmdMﬂnlommamshmmlh: .
Sunol Valley reach of Alameda Creek PO
-
“A city s only as ‘green’ s the maaner in which it stewards the natural areas which provide its resources,” g
stated Jeff Miller, Director of the ACA. “Afler 90 years of water diversions from Alameds Creck, it time for
San Francixco to come to the table with a conmitment Lo provide saitable stream flow for fisgh and wildlfe
helow their diversion dams.
The SFPUC diverts $6% of natural stream flows tributary to upper Alameda Creek imto Calaveras and San Emw ‘ mm
Antoneo Reservoirs for water supply.  Alameda Crock Diversion Dam (ACDD), completed in the 19304, also m my m
divens water indo Calaveras Reservorr from upper Alameda Croeke The groups are asking the SEPUC 1o abide L o 11 . B o e &
by state Fish and Game Codes requiring sufficvent instream flows 1o sustasn steelhead trout mnd other native fish wwmnmm AR AU,
lnpodamdnm without impacting other river systems, specifically the Tuolumne River. The SFPUC signed . ﬁ-.-_:z:--'::g_-g*u. -:-%‘3
an agy Lin 1997 to rebease mimmal flaws from Caluveras Reservoir 10 restare ahowt five miles of Alameds s ke anenis ritiomgr i ub I8 - aka e
Crek in the Sunol Valley, but 1o dste s not roleased any water, The groups also wanl the SFPUC to- o et % ﬁt‘iﬂ:z... sai” Raging sn mys it
. g : - g Woer
Tmplement an interi ion plan to protect steefhead and rainhow trout and their habitat (mcluding ;‘:‘-’E'Jﬂﬂ‘ T Ll de e m‘%—%
wm-uhngmﬂmn excluding cattle from stremns, and controlling predaceous bass in reservoms), pror to v u._..._“...m e g e when :u_::‘n-
the rebuildang of Calaveras D which 1 scheduled to be completed in 2011, g vy v e dyetee ' "m‘..._.“_‘_.__ ._‘“""r“:m“w‘
) Truaid . ) ki - -y oot
Cease vperation of and remove the ACDD. which captures vintually all stream flow from upper Alameda Creck T L The b ot ol W 2 bt M\I%I—-aug:
and i & barrier ba steelheod migration into the beadwaters of Alameda Creek: s E:.‘_:‘E—E::-m m"':“""g vl
Wk b sy p vt g v s T o Dbl
Abandon efforts 10 truct an ¥ water dam in the Sunol Valkey (the so-called “Alameda

Creek Fishery l’nhlmanml’mm").lnmpdsnjmﬂm

The SFPUC w pluning to spend at least S 4 bullson on their Water System lnpmwmcm Pmp-n (wsm w0
scismically retrofit the system’s pipelines and other indi: WSIP

Liakd L v"
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= Steelhead revival possible
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ALAMEDA CREEK ALLIANCE
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1 M Al Cromb wadirsting

£ 0. Bax 192 Canyan CA 93518
Phone: (510) 4569185
E.mal: alamodacrecifihotmad.com
Wed sito: www.alimedacrok.org
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Sunol and Niles Dams Removed From Alameda Creek

nistonc moment in the rastorabion of Alameda Creek was rea‘zed this fat when the San
Francisco Public Utlities Commisson (SFPUC) removed Sunol and Niles Dams from the
Niles Canyon reach of Alamada Craek. Niles Dam was ramaved from lower Niles Canyon
by ate August and the last rubble from Sunol Dam was removed by October

Sunol Dam 15 the largest dam evar removed in the Bay Area for fish restoration. Afler the
dam removals, Alameda Creek flowed free at the former Suno! Dam site at the top of Niles
Canyon for the first time in 105 years, and al the former Niles dam site for the first time in
165 years The SFPUC hosted a dam-busting ceremaony on September 21 altended by
over one hundred peopie, includng agency officials, representatives of Alamaeda Creek
management agencies, Alameda Creek Alliance members and commundy leaders

These dam removals, inconcert with other fish passage projects n the lower creek aiready
funded or in the planning stages, will eventually aliow steelhead ¥out and saimon to
migrate up Alameda Creek 10 sutabie spawning and reanng habitat up through Sunol
Wildemess

Nme Dam Holors Hemoval an Dam Am Hm ol
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An Assessment of the Potential for Restoning a Viable Steelhead
I'rout Population in the Alameda Creck Watershed

prepared foe the

Alameda Crock
Fisheries Restoration Workgroup
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Population Genetic Structure of Alameda Creek

Rainbow/Steelhead Trout - 2002

By

Dr. Jennifer L. Nielsen

US Geological Survey
Alaska Science Center
1011 East Tudor Road
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
(907) 786-3670

Jennifer_Nielsen@usgs.gov



S 1an masescn ublie Unlities Commission m m“:’

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October |0, 2000

Contact: Jeff Milker, Alameda Creek Alliance, (510) 4999185
Manreen Barry, SFPUL, (415) 884-3207
Boreta Brewer, Zone 7 Waser Ageney, (925) 454-501%

Agencics Begin Study of Stream Flows Needed for
Alameda Creek Steelhead Trout Restoration
Multiple Agencies Jom 1 Cooperative Study

Stodies 10 restore tureaterod steelivad trowe within th Alsmeda Creek watanded will
soon get under way. A formal agreement to collaborate on witer fow aoxd fish babitut
stucbes was signed this inceth by 17 public agencies ancd nomgeodit acgaezaticns.

“These studies showld identify how much water 15 needed, when o 15 meaded, aod m whsat
styeaen resches” said Jeff Miller, Direvsor of the Alsmeda Creek Allimnee. “We believe

W e provicks waser 10 restong a stegihesad rum wathout oo ing water supply, ad
m the process provide bereficial labtet foe other mative waldlefe ™
The 2 1o M 3 of Und: rs 2to o ﬂ’y fundad studiss

of how much wates might be needed s critical times to sppoet a vistls sizelhsad
pogeanon - while slso dering other tanve tshand wildite und minmezing
poturdiol et 1o dnnking witer supylies. The $240,000 tecluncal sty will by
conducted in two phases by an independent consultant.

Comminmens of $30,000 cach were appeoved this year by four of the sgnatones - the po \

San Francesco Public Ualines Commisson (SFRUC), L for Valley's Zone % \ P'PW’ ,,, ¥ ~N
T Water Ageniey, Abapseda County Water Dissnel (ACWD) wnd Paciflc Gas e Elctne g ; .,. ._' ) 8
Conmparn’. The $120,000 prosided by thisse four agencaes will be imstchied by the
Califoenio State Coastal Comuvm for a total of $240,000,

"I'h:n'gr‘mgul‘d:“ d ! ding is a milestooe i the provess off

lhead to Ak (‘met. udhtdﬁmm,m(mt)w
mmv t General Marsgzer. “Waker supply wnd sowirommentud 1ssees ate nof alsways soa
5 poirg huewd in hued  Tn this case, Bowevir, all the parties agree that these stikhies are
an importan) step in determining bow to provide enoegh waler for both steellisad ind the
residenss of the Bay Area™
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Low Hanging Fruit




Grant Funding

HINT BN COINT ) WRITH STAVET

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 23, 2018

Contact: Laura Hidas, Special Assistant to the General Manager
Phone: 510.668.4206

Email: Laura Hidas@acwd.com

Alameda County Water District Awarded $6.1M in Grant Funding
Projects to help restore steelhead in Alameda Creek

Fremont, Calif. — This week, the Alamedn County Water District was uwwrde

S6.1 million i grant funding 1o help fund two local fish ludder projects that will play o

Cring Il stomir (8] Ny hewd \ i A neda Creek With appn

rom two different agencies made on the very sar Iny, the Districs |s set to reocive up to

SX25.000 fir { A 3 ¢ SE.56 million from the Califormin
) if oth gramts ure through progrin
1l ind Infrassruciure Improvemet
Act O

( I | it ) ol \
cond ith AVlameda County  Flood

Comr leethe roul ederally-listed

1 ’ 1wl rubber du | lur
Tood control struciusy gnin #0033 1 the Alameds Creck watershed for the fiest time

nearly SO vear

"We are thrilled to be receiving these two gramts from the Wildlife Conmse

and the Coustal Coaservuncy, and ar¢ thankiul for the support we've rege

local partnens”™ said Jim Ganther, Bpard Vice President, " These projects wi

ok corridor | enhance flows for sseclbend trout and other fishy, which s un exciting

wemend for both the envirmament und our communmity.”

Alameds Creek Ve s i major waser souree Tor the local e o iding 0% ol the
ol water supply Jor over SSLIKE people and numerous businesses in Fremor

Newark and Uindon Chity

Asn oo of the founding members ol the Alameddn Crook  Fisheries  Restoration
vith onudtiple stuke

o benelit Ceneral Coust Steefhond. | he Workgeoup inch

Workgroup, 1se Districs bas collaborn lers slose 1999 on ¢lfon

¢ members from adviocacy,

willer manager corsiiting, environmental, government and educational groups with

imlerests in the Alameda Creek wirtershod and steglbaad trout rostontion

~ more -

Aamnda Cosmty Waler DistrAc www acwsd ory

G100 BARAN  AASAS B Oberws Tiivd Fremant A 5



Proactive Agencies
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Fish Passage in
Lower Alameda
Creek
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Salt Pond Restoration to Tidal Marsh
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